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Designated Sites in the Coigach- South Assynt Area
Within the DMG area there are four different types of designation: 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Special Protection Area (SPA)

National Scenic Area (NSA)

There are no National Nature Reserves or Ramsar wetland sites.

Together these protected Areas cover about 31 % of the DMG area.  The entire areas falls within the Assynt - Coigach National Scenic Area.
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) represent the best of Scotland’s natural heritage. They are ‘special’ for their plants, animals or habitats, their rocks or landforms, or a combination of such natural features. Together, they form a network of the best examples of natural features throughout Scotland, and support a wider network across Great Britain and the European Union. 
Scottish Natural Heritage chooses sites after detailed survey and evaluation against published scientific criteria. SSSIs can include freshwater, and sea water down to the mean low water mark of spring tides, as well as land. At 1st January 2011, there were 1,437 SSSIs, covering over 1,020,000 hectares or 12.7% of Scotland.

SNH designates SSSIs to protect the best of our natural heritage by making sure that decision-makers, managers of land and their advisors, as well as the planning authorities and other public bodies, are aware of them when considering changes in land-use or other activities which might affect them.  It is the obligation of landowner /occupiers to maintain, enhance or, where necessary, restore SSSIs on their property. The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 provides the legislative framework around which all SSSI sites are administered. http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/designatedareas/sssi.pdf.

Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) are areas designated under the European Directive commonly known as the ‘Habitats’ Directive. Together with Special Protection Areas, which are designated under the Wild Birds Directive for wild birds and their habitats, SACs form the Natura 2000 network of sites. Most SACs on land or freshwater in Scotland are also underpinned by notification as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).  The additional SAC designation is recognition that some or all of the wildlife and habitats are particularly valued in a European context.

Special Protection Area (SPA)

A Special Protection Area (SPA) is an area of land, water or sea which has been identified as being of international importance for the breeding, feeding, wintering or the migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds found within the European Union. Special Protection Areas are designated under the European Wild Birds Directive and, together with SACs, form the Natura 2000 network of sites.  A number of SPAs include areas notified as SSSIs and the additional SPA designation affords these areas enhanced protection.

National Scenic Area (NSA)

National Scenic Areas are Scotland’s only national landscape designation. They are those areas of land considered of national significance on the basis of their outstanding scenic interest which must be conserved as part of the country’s natural heritage. They have been selected for their characteristic features of scenery comprising a mixture of richly diverse landscapes including prominent landforms, coastline, sea and freshwater lochs, rivers, woodlands and moorlands. 

There are currently 40 NSAs in Scotland, covering a total land area of 1,020,500 ha and a marine area of 357,900 ha. 

All the conservation designations within the DMG area can be located on 6. C-SA SSSI & SAC  Designated sites Map and 7. C-SA SPA designated sites map. The wild land areas and national scenic area can be seen at 8. C-SA Landscape Interest map.
A full account of all protected areas, their current status and what properties are involved is given in Appendix 3. C-SA Designated Sites. In addition, Appendix 6. C-SA Monitoring of Designated Features summarises the likely contribution of deer to these sites, and details when they were last monitored.

Within the Coigach- South Assynt area there are only 4 X SSSIs, designated for a total of 18 X features. Of these, 13 are in Favourable condition, with one Unfavourable and 2 Recovering. The Unfavourable feature relates to upland birch woodland within the Inverpolly SSSI/ SAC. However, the majority of features are either geological or relating to bird life, with only 5 features potentially being directly impacted by deer. These include the 3 features above in either Unfavourable or Recovering condition, as well as 2 features in Favourable condition.
There are 2 X SAC designated sites within the area, with 14 of the 15 X designated SAC features lying within the Inverpolly SAC. Of the 15 X features, 7 are Favourable, 4 Recovering and 4 Unfavourable. Of the 9 features relevant to deer, 2 are Favourable, 3 are Recovering and 4 are Unfavourable.
Overall, although the status of designated sites within the DMG area looks relatively good, there is a much higher proportion of problem features within those relevant to deer, and particularly among the SAC designated features.

There is one SPA designated site, the Inverpolly, Loch Urigill & Nearby Lochs SPA which is in Favourable condition.

Finally, there are three SSSI sites just outwith the boundaries of the DMG sub area which could potentially be affected by deer numbers in Coigach- South Assynt: The Assynt Lochs SSSI/ SPA, Knockan Cliff SSSI and Ben More Assynt SSSI. In practice, all the features are in Favourable condition, although the Vascular Assemblage on Ben More Assynt SSSI is declining in condition, and attention should be paid to this going forwards.

The Assynt and Coigach NSA covers the entire DMG area, as well as extensive tracts of ground outwith its boundaries, and is a major and well recognized designation within the wider area. https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=9119
Listed below is a summary of the individual designated sites within the area, in alphabetical order. All those sites with an SSSI designation are listed first, followed by sites carrying other designations only. Colour coding denotes the status of designated features from unfavourable condition in red through to favourable condition in green (see Appendix 6 Monitoring of Designated Features).
Achnahaird SSSI – Favourable
Deer Management Units: 9 Badantarbet
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=8159
This small site extends to 21.38 ha, and is designated because of its bryophyte interest. The site is grazed by sheep and rabbits, but it is the topography and ground moisture that determines the site interest.
The site is also designated as an SAC to give additional protection to a liverwort called Petalwort, this being the best site in Britain for this species.

https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=8185 The SAC designated feature is deemed to be in Favourable condition.  

SNH (March 2018) made the following comments: “ 
Cam Loch SSSI – Favourable
Deer Management Units: 4 Glencanisp-East, 5 Glencanisp- Suilven
This site extends to 476 ha. There are five qualifying features, of which three are geological and one relating to the loch itself, as well as upland birch woodland. All the features are in Favourable condition. The birch woodland is located on seven islands in the loch, and while deer can swim to these, browsing is at acceptable levels as long as numbers are controlled in the surrounding land area.
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=301
The Cam Loch area is part of the Inverpolly, Loch Urigill and Nearby Lochs SPA site, through which black throated divers are protected. They do not carry an SSSI designation.
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=8516
Inverpolly SSSI – Generally Recovering
Deer Management Unit: 2 Eisg Brachaidh, 6 Drumrunie, 7 Inverpolly, 8 Inverpolly North
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=817
The Inverpolly SSSI is a very large and complex site, extending to 11,877 ha. There are a wide range of designated features, including geological, water, birds, mammals, open ground habitats and woodland. The majority are in Favourable condition, with open ground habitats recovering, and only the upland birch woodland feature in Unfavourable condition.
There are a large number of fenced exclosures aimed at securing the woodland habitat, going back to the 1960’s. Inverpolly includes some of the largest areas of blanket bog in the UK. The size and complexity of the site are what gives it it’s real significance. It has long been a high profile site, and was recently de-listed as an NNR.
Overlapping almost the whole site is the Inverpolly SAC, with a wide range of designated features. A higher proportion of these are in Unfavourable or Recovering condition than the SSSI designation
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=8277
As above, part of Inverpolly is part of the Inverpolly, Loch Urigill and Nearby Lochs SPA site, designated for black throated divers.  https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=8516
Rubha Dunan SSSI   Favourable
Deer Management Unit: 10 SWT Benmore Coigach
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=1392
This is a small site, extending to just 22 ha, and is designated because of its geological and hydromorphological interest. Deer are only of very marginal influence to the site, and they cannot be determined to be making any significant impact.
DESIGNATED AREAS ON PERIPHERY OF DMG 

There are 3 X designated ites on the immediate periphery of Coigach- South Assynt:

Assynt Lochs SSSI – Favourable Maintained (black throated diver)
The Assynt Lochs SSSI extends to 1156 ha, which includes Loch Assynt as well as a number of smaller lochs. It is not considered that there is any relevance to deer management with this feature.

https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=1713
Overlapping with the above site is the Loch Assynt SPA, designated for the same species, and also being in Favourable condition.

https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=8465
SNH (February 2017) made the following comments: “Maintaining the quality of the freshwater habitat and avoiding changes which might be damaging to the divers are the priorities for this site. Changes which could detrimentally affect them are fluctuating water levels, pollution and excessive release of sediment.  The construction of deer fences or establishment of tall trees immediately adjacent to the loch edges can also affect flight lines and would require careful planning. Disturbance to the birds during the breeding season could also have an undesirable effect. Any management which seeks to improve water quality and mitigate the likely impacts of climate change would be welcomed.”
Ben More Assynt SSSI   Favourable
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=191
This is a very large site, extending to 8835 ha, and is designated because of a wide range of features, similar to Inverpolly SSSI.  All the features are in Favourable condition, but the vascular assemblage may be declining in condition, and therefore, this situation should be monitored closely by Coigach- South Assynt.
Knockan Cliff SSSI   Favourable
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/siteinfo.jsp?pa_code=875
This is a relatively small site, extending to 362 ha, and is designated because of its Moine and Upland Assemblage features, both of which are in Favourable condition. 
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